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	ST. JOSEPH’S
	CATHOLIC PARISH LEVIN
	Te Pārihi o Hāto Hōhepa Taitoko

	11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	14 JUNE, 2026
	Dear brothers and sisters,
	At the sight of the crowds, Jesus’ heart was moved with pity for them  because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd. (Matthew 9:36)
	This Sunday, we see the love of God for the world revealed in the heart of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is moved with pity for us because He sees us troubled and abandoned. Like sheep without a shepherd we do not feel safe about where we are. We do not know who our shepherd is and where he is.     Today, He presents Himself to us. He is our Shepherd. As we heard on Trinity Sunday, the Shepherd has come not to condemn the world but to save us. To be saved, we need to learn to hear His voice and believe Him and follow Him home.     So what does our Shepherd do to save the world? He singles out twelve men from among His sheep to shepherd with Him. Let us spend moments this week to reflect on His voice, giving us fallen, sinful men that He has chosen to share in His saving work of shepherding the world with Him.     When we go through the list of the twelve men he singles out, we must wonder about His choices: what did He see in them? How can men this broken and fallen qualify? They are just as troubled and abandoned as the rest of the sheep in the world are.     Could it be that it is not that they morally qualify but that they believed in the Shepherd and His love for them? He qualifies them. His love for them and the world qualifies them, chooses them and empowers them to go and proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand.     The Shepherd has also asked us to pray to the Master of the Harvest to send us more labourers. God the Father has heard these prayers over the centuries, sending us more deacons, priests and bishops, fallen and broken like the first twelve but chosen by Him and qualified by His love for them and the whole world.     Do we believe the Shepherd and His love for us, choosing to save the world this way? Fr. Simi.
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