
News from the 
Archdiocese of Wellington

Retreat Days and Themes at Pā Maria 2026 - Take time and space for a guided day of prayer and reflection.
A day of prayer to enter into the spirit of Easter.
Please bring your own lunch. Entry by koha.
RSVP by 28 April to pamariabookings@gmail.com
Other Prayer days at Pā Maria during the year.  9.00am - 3.15pm (all)
27 June                          Peace
19 September            Season of Creation
17 October                  Mary
5 December                Advent
Presenters: Neil Vaney SM, Chris Skinner SM and Judith Moroney rsm.
Pā Maria. 78 Hobson St, Thorndon, Wellington 6011. Please bring your own lunch. Tea and coffee will be provided.  Entry by koha.
Maximum of 20 people so please RSVP by the Tuesday before the prayer day to pamariabookings@gmail.com and indicate
which prayer day you wish to attend.

Ecology Justice and Peace Commission
‘Just laws and methods of redistribution are certainly necessary for correcting imbalances, including tax systems that
lighten the burden on the weakest and ask for more from those with greater resources. However, the pursuit of social
justice should not be considered a separate issue that follows only after the production of wealth, as if the economy
existed solely to create wealth, with politicians only intervening afterwards in order to distribute it. Justice concerns
every phase of economic activity, from resource acquisition to financing, and from production to consumption; every
choice has moral consequences.’
Leo XIV, Magnifica Humanitas # 162

Deirdre Meskill
Community Engagement Lead
Ecology Justice and Peace Commission
Church Mission Team
Mobile: +64 021 221 3944 | Office: +64 4 496 1777
Email: d.meskill@cadw.nz

Launching into the Deep: Going into the Heart of Lay Formation and Leadership in the Church 
- by Bridget Taumeopeau  

This book, with a foreword from Cardinal John Dew, offers a rich and thoughtful reflection on lay formation and
leadership in the Church. It includes the history of Launch Out and the development of Lay Pastoral Leaders in the
Archdiocese of Wellington (ADW). This publication will be of particular interest to those involved in lay formation,

pastoral leadership, church leadership, and ministry development.  The book is now available in two formats:
eBook (USD $14) - Available via Amazon Kindle

Hard copy (NZD $20 + postage)
To order, please email Bridget directly at bybridget@xtra.co.nz   Please feel free to share this Information with others

who may be interested.

Liturgy Workshop opportunity: US liturgist and parish priest, Fr Paul Turner, will lead a liturgy seminar
on Saturday, 1 August 2026 (10.00am - 2.30pm), in Connolly Hall, Hill Street, Wellington. Clergy,
liturgy teams, school staff, and all involved in Eucharistic preparation are encouraged to join us for

Ars Celebrandi: The Art of Celebrating Mass. Inspired by Pope Francis’, Desiderio Desideravi, the day
will explore how we can celebrate liturgy with reverence and fidelity. Fr Turner will offer practical

guidance to deepen understanding of the Eucharist and strengthen parish and school celebrations.

Key Quote from Pope Leo XIV on Safeguarding: A Church-wide “culture of safeguarding”
“[The Commission] promotes and accompanies with dedication the growth of the whole Church in the culture of

protection.”
— Message supporting the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, 2025

Please also take some time to view our
new ADW website:   Home - Catholic

Archdiocese of Wellington

mailto:pamariabookings@gmail.com
mailto:pamariabookings@gmail.com
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
mailto:d.meskill@cadw.nz
https://cadw.nz/
https://cadw.nz/


World Youth Day 2027: Interested in going to South Korea? 
Come join us for World Youth Day 2027 in Seoul! Please fill out the expression of interest form:

https://forms.gle/cz2MF9QGfjxRSTSBA and email Regina Fernandes at: r.fernandes@cadw.nz for any questions.

HOLY HOUR for vocations to the priesthood and religious life
JOIN US for an hour of adoration, reflection and prayer that the Lord may send more workers to the

harvest! 7.30-8.30pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Thorndon every 4th Tuesday of the month.

Dear Reader,
Greetings from La Civiltà Cattolica!
I would like to introduce you to the Digital Edition of La Civiltà Cattolica, the highly respected and oldest journal published in
Italian in Rome but now also in eight other languages, including English.
La Civiltà Cattolica, a publishing project given to the Jesuits by Pope Pius IX in 1850, has always excelled in creating a
dialogue between Christian faith and contemporary culture and provide deeper assessments of topics and events of broad
significance.
La Civiltà Cattolica is an absolute must-read for all those who want to go deeply into the current and present issues alive in
the Church and understand what happens in the thinking of the Church - in the Vatican, in global Church, and everywhere in
between.
Eminent Jesuit scholars write all articles or co-author with others and they provide a window into what thoughts, policies and
priorities are alive in the Apostolic See.
                Pope Francis has called La Civiltà Cattolica “one of a kind.”
I request you to support this project by subscribing to La Civiltà Cattolica and read top scholars interpreting history, politics,
economics, culture, science and art in the light of the Christian faith and the Catholic tradition.
Visit our Subscription section here to subscribe: https://www.laciviltacattolica.com/subscriptions/
Looking forward to hearing from you.
With prayers and best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
La Civiltà Cattolica Publisher

Job Vacancy for Religious Education Advisor: The Catholic Schools Education Services team at the
Archdiocese of Wellington are seeking a passionate Religious Education Advisor (Primary) to uphold and

advance the mission of the Catholic Church in our schools by inspiring, strengthening, and supporting
Catholic character and the Religious Education curriculum. Please refer to the ADW website link:  Job

opportunities - Catholic Archdiocese of Wellington Contact Kelly Ross, Vicar for Education, Email:
k.ross@cadw.nz to submit your application by Monday, 22 June 2026 or for further information.

Petition asking for more investment in affordable housing for older people - Please consider signing a Parliamentary
Petition asking for more investment in affordable housing for older people. The Archdiocesan Ecology Justice and Peace

Commission considers this a significant issue for our communities and endorses this petition from the Christchurch
Methodist Mission which is part of their ‘Doors to Dignity’ nationwide initiative. The petition closes on Wednesday, 1

July.
Petition:  https://petitions.parliament.nz/7e886066-455b-4ab6-be96-08ddec0a4a41  Doors to Dignity:

https://www.doorstodignity.nz/

The Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation – Love is a Decision & Commit - online registration available on the
Archdiocesan website:  Marriage - Catholic Archdiocese of Wellington  Next course, consecutive Sundays,
6 & 13 September from 10.00am - 4.00pm held at St Catherine’s College, Kilbirnie. Register early (couples

attend both Sundays together in person). See the Archdiocese's website for information about getting
married overseas and the papers required. Any email queries contact: marriage@cadw.nz
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Morning Tea provided. BYO Lunch.
To register please scan the QR Code.
Koha suggested
 

Aworkshop particularly helpful for those
who are on Liturgy Committees or are
active in the preparation of Parish and
School Masses.

SATURDAY 1ST AUGUST
9:30am - 2pm
Connolly Hall, 
Guildford Terrace, Thorndon.

Inspired by Pope Francis’ ‘Desiderio Desideravi’, the day will explore how we can 
celebrate liturgy with reverence and fidelity. Fr Turner will offer practical guidance 
to deepen understanding of the Eucharist and strengthen parish and school 
celebrations. 

Fr Paul Turner holds a doctorate in sacred theology from Sant’ Anselmo in Rome. 
He is a consultor for the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments. His numerous publications include “Guide for….” The Liturgical 
Ministry series of books and dozens of other titles. As pastor of diverse parishes, he 
spent many years ministering in a state prison, serving a multi-ethnic community, 
and providing assistance to the homeless.

US liturgist and parish priest, Fr Paul Turner, will lead a liturgy seminar on Saturday, 
1 August 2026. Liturgy teams, school staff, and all those involved or interested in 
Eucharistic preparation are encouraged to join us for Ars Celebrandi: The art of 
celebrating Mass.

 

CathedralMass@8:30am,cupoftea from 9am.

ALLAREWELCOME. 

A WORKSHOP WITH FR PAUL TURNER

SCAN QR CODE 
TO REGISTER



St Joseph’s Catholic School, New Plymouth 1926 – 2026 - We are delighted to be
approaching a special milestone in the life of St Joseph’s Catholic School, and we warmly
invite past students, staff, and families to join us in this joyful celebration of this Mission

Sister’s school. This will be a meaningful time to come together in fellowship, to reconnect,
and to give thanks for the many memories and blessings shared within our school

community.  Please mark your calendars for Friday 23 October - Sunday 25 October 2026.
We kindly ask you to complete the “Register Your Interest” form here:

https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RR.../viewform... 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RRA4zSZ54j6f-0iHNFXeK8Ldj4oLeYBjbq5ekrNNQ/viewform?usp=header&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaER1N3pvMThMbVRocHYydnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ITFmS6kQxbZ8MrEJ9faB9Nm90x3_ciftWgO6sASN0QxhuYguea7C5czoBgQ_aem_-cAV2ZphtqtPJ_i3dXSYzg


9am-3:15pm

78 Hobson St
Thorndon
Wellington 6011

pamariabookings@gmail.com
Maximum 20 people

Retreat days and themes
at Pā Maria 2026

Pā Maria

Presenters
Chris Skinner SM

Judith Moroney rsm
Neil Vaney SM

Saturdays May 2  Easter

June 27  Peace

Sept 19  Season of

Creation

October 17  Mary

December 5  Advent 
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Bring your own lunchandaKoha/donation.Tea/coffeeprovided.





2026

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR 
SEMINARIANS

DYESTER ABO-ABO
Dyester arrived from the

Philippines in January 2024
and spent a year at Wellington

South Parish before starting his
formation at Holy Cross Seminary
in February 2025. He is currently

in his 2nd year of formation. 

DEACON EMILIO CAPIN
Emilio is from the Philippines. He

started his seminary formation
in 2020, and was ordained a
Deacon in September 2025.

He is currently in his final year
of formation at Holy Cross

Seminar y.

LONG TRAN
Long is from Vietnam and

arrived here in late 2022. He
has spent time at the parishes
of Our Lady of Grace, Otari and
Te Awakairangi. He starts his

formation at Holy Cross Seminary
in February 2026.

GERSON BADAYOS
Gerson started his seminary
formation in 2021, and was

on pastoral placement at
Holy Family Parish, Nelson in

2025. He is currently in his
6th year of formation at Holy

Cross Seminary. He is from the 

KHAM NGUYEN
Kham comes from Vietnam
and spent two years at Holy

Trinity Parish before starting his
formation at Holy Cross Seminary

in February 2025. He is
currently in his 2nd year

of formation.

ELE MINSEOK OH
Ele arrived from South Korea
in July 2025 and spent some

time in the parish of St Francis
of Assisi Ohariu. He will be

starting his formation at
Holy Cross Seminary in

February 2026.

Philippines.

Catholic Archdiocese of Wellington


	ST. JOSEPH’S
	CATHOLIC PARISH LEVIN
	Te Pārihi o Hāto Hōhepa Taitoko

	12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	21 JUNE, 2026
	Dear brothers and sisters,                              Trusting God in the midst of fear
	Today is the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A. Our readings today talk about trusting God in every moment of our lives, especially when we find ourselves surrounded by our enemies. In the midst of fear, God stands with us and calls us to trust in Him.      In the First Reading, as a prophet, Jeremiah shared his experience in trusting God. In this, Jeremiah experienced the feeling of being ignored, being lonely, being tortured, afraid of his very own people, and surrounded by hatred. Despite everything, Jeremiah never gave up on God. He even realised how God was slow to come to his aid, yet he had faith in God. This is a very scary moment in his ministry. Again, in the middle of fear, he sees God as his mighty warrior. He knows that faith is not the absence of fear, but the trust in the middle of it.     We feel like Jeremiah at times in our lives, but we have to have complete trust in God. A faith that knows God is with us. Faith does not mean we never feel afraid; it means we continue to trust God despite our fear. Jeremiah does not pretend life is easy; he brings his hurt to God. Jeremiah’s cry reminds us that fear is not foreign to faith—it is part of the journey. Even the prophets trembled. Even the disciples doubted. But in every trembling moment, God whispers, “Do not be afraid.”     We believe that is why we have faith. God knows us; he wants us to feel his grace in our daily life, even when we sin. This is a great gift God gives us freely. Our task is to accept this gift of grace and live in it, by choosing love, forgiveness, and most importantly, to have a new life each day.     Jesus in the Gospel knows what awaits the disciples, so he encourages them: Do not be afraid. Jesus knows and understands that fear can silence us, weaken us, and stop us from doing what is right. “People may harm the body, but they can not destroy the soul.” Only God holds ultimate power over our lives. When God is at the center of our lives, fear begins to lose its grip      Jesus does not deny that fear exists; He transforms it. He teaches us that courage is born not from our strength, but from His presence. When we stand for truth, when we forgive those who hurt us, when we choose love over resentment, we live the victory of faith. So today, let us ask ourselves:
	Where do I feel afraid?
	What silences my voice or weakens my resolve?
	And how can I let God’s presence turn that fear into trust?
	Faith is not the absence of fear—it is the decision to trust God despite it. And when we do, we discover what Jeremiah discovered: that God is indeed our mighty warrior, standing beside us, fighting for us, and filling our hearts with peace.                                                                                                                                       Fr. Beni
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