Weekend Masses
4th July - Vigil
5.00pm Chanel College Hall

5th July - Sunday
8.30am Chanel College Hall
10.30am St Teresa’s Church

Weekday Masses
During ScHooL HOLIDAYS

7th - 10th July

Tues: 10.00am St Teresa’s
Church

5.00pm Chanel Chapel (W & C)
Wed: 11.00am St Anthony’s Hall
Thurs: 9.30am St Luke’s Church
Fri: 9.15am Chanel Chapel

Mass Communities Venues
Masterton

Chanel College Chapel/Hall
26 Herbert St.

Featherston
St Teresa de Avila Church,
50 Bell St.

Martinborough
St Anthony of Padua Hall,
36 Kitchener St.

Greytown
St Luke’s Anglican Church,
135 Main St.

Carterton

St Mark’s Anglican Church
High St.

Richmond Funeral Chapel,
10 Richmond Rd.

Our Schools
Masterton
Chanel College, 26 Herbert St.
St Pat’s School, 132 Chapel St.
Carterton
St Mary’s School, 4 King St.
Featherston
St Teresa’s School, 63 Bell St.

RECONCILIATION:

Sat’s: 4.00pm Chanel College
Chapel, Mstn

Sun’s: 9.30am St Teresa de
Avila Church, Fstn.

All other Sacraments:
Baptism and Marriages,
please call Parish Office.
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Catholic Parish of Wairarapa

Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened,
and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,

for I am meek and humble of heart;

and you will find rest foyfourse/ves,

/J:?r 2/379y3;50ke Is easy, and my burden light.” Matthew

Friends, what a wonderful invitation from Jesus I

in today’s gospel. It's worth memorizing this passage so
that you call recall it when life throws hard times at you
as inevitably it does. The times when we feel over-
whelmed and burdened. Jesus wants us to hear and be-
lieve these words. “Come to me” he says. Come to me no
matter what is going on in your life. Come to me without

/Q ;_*In your life.
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hesitation and fear.

Jesus promises us that his “yoke is easy and his burden light.” He wants us his fol-
lowers to come to him and be yoked with him (to walk alongside him, submitting to
his guidance so that we can learn from him and have him take the “brunt” out of
the burden. Jesus invites us to be joined to him so that he can do the majority of
the work and take some of the pressure off us. The challenge for us is that we
have to give up our selfish independent ways and be joined completely with Jesus.
We have to humble ourselves and admit we cannot do it b?/ ourselves. It is so hard
for many of us to give up control to Jesus. We want to follow the song "I did it my
way.” It is when we can humbly surrender to God that we will experience the rest
and freedom from the heavy burdens we carry. Jesus is saying to me today,” Come
to me, humble yourself, be total yoke with me, learn from me, I will carry the load.
I will shoulder the burden. Stay in relationship with me and you will experience a

COUPLES FOR CHRIST sense of peace and rest.”
Christian Life Lord, I surrender my life and all that I am

P to You. I accept Your invitation to come
rogram to You. Thank You for Your unfailing
Couples for Christ Wairarapa, compassfon and concern for me. Jesus,
Wellington Chapter warmly invites you

I trust in You.
to rediscover God'’s love through our Blessings Fr Matt
Christian Life Program (CLP).

This series of meaningful talks is open
to married couples, singles, widows,
and widowers looking to deepen their

Spreading the Good News
INVITATION to join OCIA (Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults)

faith and community connections.

Our program is guided by the words of
Jesus: “so that they may all be one, as
you, Father, are in me and I in you,
that they also may be in us, that the
world may believe that you sent

me." (John 17:21)

When: Sunday, 19th July at 12:30pm
Where: St Teresa of Avila Church, 50
Bell Street, Featherston.

For more information, please contact
Ryan Soriano (027 463 8334) or
Dennis Abaton (022 373 6770).

After a time of preparation new
Catholics are received into the Church
at Easter each year. This is an invitation
to people who are interested in
exploring the teachings of the Catholic
Church to begin the series of lessons
and conversations that are part of the
journey of preparation. Please contact
Father Dennis, Father Matt or Claire
Hills on 027 715 6130 or
clairehillsnz@gmail.com. Do you know
anybody who might find this information
helpful? Some people say they find it
very helpful to be personally invited.

Today's Lectionary Readings

147H SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A

1st Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10
Psalm: 144:1-2. 8-11. 13-14R. v.1
R:I will praise your name for ever,
my king and my God.

2nd Reading: Romans 8:9.11-13
Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30

Next Sunday’s Readings
15th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A

1st Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11

Psalm: 64:10-14 R. Lk 8:8
2nd Reading: Romans 8:18-23

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23 or Matthew
13:1-9

PRAY FOR THE ETERNAL REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF OUR DEARLY DEPARTED

Daniel Hart

Declan Ness

Jack Beazley

Our sincere prayerful condolences to the families of the recently departed.

For the latest information visit the Parish Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080419297130




ST. PATRICK’S

PARISH NOTICES

Adoration & Rosary

Mstn - Chanel Chapel

Fri 8.15am-9.10am followed by Mass
Sat - 4.30pm Rosary Chanel Chapel
Sun - 10.00am after the Mass

Alpha Course final session
Mon 13th July St Luke’s Hal
Gtn 6pm - 8pm

Bourke Potluck Lunch
113 Cole St, Masterton
Grace at 12.30pm - 14th July

OTHER NOTICES

Please read Parishioner Letter
We invite you to read and reflect on
the letter attached to the newsletter.
Further details will follow soon.

Reminder in advance

"Weekend Retreat" at Magnificat
Featherston.

From Friday evening 16th October
until Sunday 18th October.

Call Helen 027 225 6722, to book or
make enquiries.

ST. TERESA OF AVILA

Adoration - held in the Church
Tues - 9.30am

1st Friday’s of the month, 4-pm - 7pm
welcome to stay the time that suits
your schedule.

Shared Lunch: Held on the last
Sunday of each month after mass.
AFpreciated if you could bring a plate
All' welcome.

ST ANTHONY’S NOTICES

FINANACE

HEALTH AND SAFETY

SafeguardinP Notice

Chanel Chapel requirement starts
after school holidays.

Please sign the logbook when using
the Chanel Chapel during school
time, even for private prayer time.

Month of June

Total Income In: $13,826.50
Expenses Out:

ADW Levies: $ 2,448.27
Clergy Levies: $ 4,352.48

General Expenses: $15,814.09
Loss for month $ 8,788.34

Rosary Prayer Group on
Tuesday at 11am. February to
mid-December in the hall.

SCHOOL NOTICES

Preference Form

For St. Pat’s /Chanel College, please
come to the parish office

between 3- 4pm Wednesday. For St.
Teresa’s and St. Mary's, please go to
their school offices.

Chanel Gate please be mindful of
the pedestrians particularly children
and especially at the 5pm Mass due
to the darkness.

Please note if you have misplaced the
newsletter, you can find it on the
parish website each week.
www.wairarapacatholicparish.com

ScHooL HOLIDAYS 3RD - 20TH JuLY
PLEASE CHECK MASS SCHEDULES FOR VENUE
CHANGES DURING THIS TIME. NO SCHOOL
MASSES 1ST WEEK BACK OF SCHOOL.

No Parking on the grass at Chanel
College please. There is a white rope
fencing the ground off.

OTHER NOTICES

Bible Study Group

Friendly Bible Study Group followed
by shared lunch. Fridays 11am.

New members welcome. Text or email
Claire 027 715 6130 or claire-
hillsnz@gmail.com or Helen Morgan
027 2256 722 or

CHILDREN’S

LITURGY DURING Chidrenrs
MASS aged 5-13 @ Liwgy
Chanel Hall during 72
holidays 3rd - 19th July = "
5.00pm Vigil NO Liturgy

8.30am Sunday NO Liturgy
10.30am Last Sunday of the month
St Teresa’s

ARCHDIOCESAN NOTICES
Website: https://cadw.nz/

Pray with the Pope

Monthly video
https://mcshwellington.org/the-pope-
video/ - The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer

Network.

10.15am Coffee Morning at
Kainga Eatery in Ctn every
Thursday. All welcome, no booking
just come along.

Parish Prayer Chain

In need of prayer?

Txt or call 027 3192331 OR email:
msmandaran94@gmail.com

OFFICE NOTICES

If you are donating to the parish,
make sure we have your details.
Sign up here: https://
www.wairarapacatholicparish.com/
parish-roll-update.html

This allows us to send a receipt for
our contributions at the end of each
inancial year. Thank you!

If you have been donating recently
and you are wishing to receive a
receipt. Please use instructions
above.

To Make a Donations:
BNZ: Wairarapa Parish
02-0688-0049100-00 or Giv2

o Keep me on your

/

Parish Safeguarding
Reps

South Wairarapa:
Joanne Monk:

Ph. 022 088 6044

North Wairarapa:

Lisa Dudley: Ph. 021 076 1604

Safeguarding

Safeguarding Workshop Please
check dates.
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/
about/safeguarding/ link in

Reg: Kevin Plant: k.plant@cadw.nz
All new ministers please participate in
a workshop.

Simple Option for Parish
Donations

If you would like to make a

donation to the parish please scan
the QR Code register with Giv2, they
will send you a receipt on behalf of
the parish.

Please save them for the IRD return
at end of Financial
Year.

Contributions can be
made as often as you
are able.

phone:
OR Code donation

For concerns or complaints about ADW
or the parish, call 021 567 143 or
0800825 528 or email:

Elizabeth Berry: e.berry@cadw.nz or
complaints@cadw.nz

Liturgy Workshop opportunity:

US liturgist and parish priest, Fr Paul
Turner, will lead a liturgy seminar on
Saturday, 1 August 2026 (10.00am -
2.30pm), in Connolly Hall, Hill Street,
Wellington. Clergy, liturgy teams,
school staff, and all involved in Eucha-
ristic preparation are encouraged to
join us for Ars Celebrandi: The Art of

Celebrating Mass.

Parish Priest:
Fr Dennis Nacorda
027 296 8663
pp@wairarapacatholics.nz

Fr Matt White
027 396 9963
mw@wairarapacatholics.nz

Parish Bank Details: Wairarapa
Parish BNZ 02-0688-0049100-00

Denise Holden
06 378 2028 / 027 350 3493
Parish Office: 164 Dixon Street,
Masterton

office@wairarapacatholics.nz
www. wairarapacatholicparish.com
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Patron: ‘Our Lady of Compassion’
3th July 2026

Dear Parishioners,
Peace be with you.

As a community of faith spanning Masterton, Carterton, Greytown, Featherston, and Martinborough,
we recently gathered for a historic occasion: the 150th anniversary of Father Halbwach’s
appointment as the first resident priest in the Wairarapa region. This milestone reminds us of the
deep roots of our faith and the generations who have sacrificed to build the community we cherish
today.

Yet, just two weeks before the significant anniversary, | received a directive from the Archdiocese of
Wellington: our request to use funds for the roof repair and seismic strengthening of St. Patrick’s
Church—and any other expenditure related to parish buildings—has been put on hold.

The Archdiocese has paused these projects because they are calling our entire community into a
consultation process called Discernment in Common. This process will unfold in several steps,
beginning with parish-wide invitations to participate in small group meetings over the coming weeks.
Each group will gather for a guided conversation rooted in prayerful listening and sharing. All
parishioners, whether you are able to attend in person or prefer to submit your thoughts in writing,
will have a chance to contribute. In this way, everyone will be included as we discern the way
forward for our parish.

The primary goal of this process is to define clearly the mission by which our parish is called to
operate. To guide us through this, we will use the synodal method known as Conversation in the
Spirit. This structured approach emphasises prayer, silence, and attentive sharing, ensuring
everyone has an equal voice. Rather than engaging in debates or arguments, we will create a
sacred space to listen—not only to one another, but also to what the Holy Spirit is saying to our
community.

This process invites us to look beyond immediate concerns. | encourage each of you to reflect
deeply on this question:

What is your desire for our parish? How do you want the Catholic Parish
of Wairarapa to look, feel, and act 10 or 20 years from now?
Who would be there?

We are called to envision a sustainable and spiritually vibrant future for the generations who will
inherit our faith community.



Catholic Parish of Wairarapa

A Catholic community living and sharing the Good New of Jesus Christ
Patron: ‘Our Lady of Compassion’

This brings us back to the Archdiocese’s decision to pause our building projects. Defining our
mission is only the first step; living it requires true stewardship. As we discern together, we must
recognise that all our resources—financial and physical—should serve this mission. God’s gifts are
meant to support a living church of missionary disciples, not just to preserve buildings for their own
sake. If a resource or building does not serve the long-term mission to which the Spirit calls us, we
must have the faith to re-evaluate its use.

In the coming weeks, we will outline specific opportunities for us to gather, pray, and enter this
Conversation in the Spirit together. Details about these gatherings will be shared with you through
our parish bulletin, by email, and announced at Sunday Mass. This will help everyone stay informed
and know how to take part.

| invite anyone interested in working alongside me to help ensure that every aspect of this process is
covered, that everyone is included, and that all have the opportunity to share the fruits of their
prayer. Members of this group will also help ensure transparency and distil our collective voices into
concrete steps for the future. If you would like to be part of this team, please email me or speak with
me personally.

Please begin praying for our parish community now. Ask for a spirit of generosity, a willingness to
listen deeply, and the courage to follow where we are being led.

Fraternglly in Christ,
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