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150 YEARS OF FAITH

S H A P I N G  T O M O R R O W  
F R O M  Y E S T E R D A Y

Milestones are gentle hands on the shoulder, urging us to pause and
listen for the echoes of our own story in the passage of time. As we
celebrate the 150th anniversary of Father Anthony Halbwachs SM’s
appointment as the first resident priest in the Wairarapa, we are offered a
profound invitation: to look back, not simply to remember, but to
rediscover who we are. In recent months, we have wandered the winding
corridors of memory, guided by Dr Claire Hills’ historical articles in our
parish newsletter. Her book, Heritage and Horizon: 180 Years of
Wairarapa Catholic History, launched today, reminds us that our story is
not a relic preserved in amber, but a river—always moving, always
shaping, always alive.

Looking back across this rich tapestry, we find that true remembrance is
not an exercise in nostalgia. It is not the building of a museum to the past
or a retreat into “the way things used to be.” When Father Halbwachs
arrived in the Wairarapa 150 years ago, he did not inherit comfort or
certainty. He discovered a rugged frontier—untamed, unfinished—a place
where faith was more question than answer. For us, to look back is to
touch the grit of those beginnings and let their courage become our own.
The Church is never truer to her mission than when she moves forward,
sleeves rolled up, meeting people where life is real and hope is needed
most.

Moving Beyond the Wood and Timber

Father Halbwachs was a force of nature, a whirlwind on horseback and
foot, who planted five churches in the Wairarapa in a handful of years. He
built structures, yes, but look closer: the true lesson lies not in timber and
stone, but in the fabric of community he wove—one encounter, one
threshold crossed at a time.

Fr. Halbwachs did not wait for people to come to him. He travelled vast
distances on horseback and on foot to reach scattered families. He was
noted for his unique ability to work across divides, collaborating closely
with people of all faiths and none to build up the community. The local
halls and homes were his sanctuaries long before timber was ever milled
for a roof.



The timbered churches he left behind remain beautiful monuments to our heritage. Yet, as the years
stretch on, we face a pressing question: will we fiercely guard empty buildings while our living community
slips away? Our mission is not to linger in the safety of walls Fr. Halbwachs built, but to let his restless
missionary spirit kindle something urgent—and brave—in us. We are summoned to become a church of
“living stones”: a people who leave the sanctuary’s comfort to meet the world at its edges, where need
and hope are most raw.

Digital Frontiers and "Original" Hearts

This remembrance arrives in a singular season for us, closely following the luminous visit of the relic of
Blessed Carlo Acutis—the world’s first millennial saint, a teenager whose holiness shimmered through
the circuitry of our digital age.

Carlo was a teenager of our modern digital age. He loved computer programming, video games, and
web design, yet he used those exact modern tools to build an online gateway to the Eucharist. He
famously said:

“All people are born as originals, but many die as photocopies.”

Carlo’s witness is the bridge we need as we peer into the future of our Church—especially for young
hearts adrift from inherited forms of faith. Many do not find their home in old stones and slow rituals; they
search for authenticity, for meaning, for a place where their own originality is not blurred but celebrated.

Our young people do not need us to stand guard over the past. They yearn for guides who can translate
the Gospel’s timelessness into today’s anxieties and joys. Carlo Acutis proved that holiness is not about
rewinding the clock, but about sanctifying the present moment—making the ordinary radiant with
meaning.

The Challenge Ahead: How Are We to Carry On? 

If we clutch too tightly to old patterns and familiar stones, our hands will be too full to shape what comes
next. Father Halbwachs’ legacy is not a mandate to keep things as they were, but a clarion call to
courage—to be as bold, inventive, and boundary-breaking now as he was in 1876.

This brings us to a hard, deeply uncomfortable question we must face: How do the buildings we own
actually serve our mission today?

It is never easy to untangle faith from place. The walls where we have baptised our children, married our
beloved, and mourned our dead cradle more than memory—they hold the hush of prayers, the echo of
laughter, and the ache of loss. We must honour the sacrifices that raised them. Yet we must also ask,
with honesty: do these buildings launch us outward on the Gospel’s path, or do they anchor us in place?
If tending our properties demands more of us than tending souls, our priorities have turned upside down.
We must love the mission more than the masonry.

Honouring our past means keeping alive the missionary fire of Fr. Halbwachs, not worshipping the ashes
of old structures. If we are truly open to the future, we have to look at our property with radical honesty.
We must be willing to ask:
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Are we ready to repurpose, open up, or even completely let go of beloved physical spaces if they
no longer serve the spiritual hunger of the younger generations?
Are we willing to step outside our comfort zones to meet people on the margins, even if it means
gathering in new, unfamiliar ways?
Are we building a parish where young people can lead, question, and bring their unique, modern
energy to a living community, or are we just asking them to maintain an old one?

Walking Together: A Synodal Path to the Future

Answering these heavy questions is not a task for a select few behind closed doors. To step into this
new frontier, we must embrace synodality—the practice of “walking together” as a whole Church.

Synodality is a collaborative way of being a community where every single voice matters. It means
moving away from a model in which a few people make all the decisions and toward a true partnership
in which the laity, the clergy, the elderly, and, crucially, our disengaged young people sit at the same
table. Through synodal processes—listening graciously, speaking courageously, and discerning
together—we ensure that everyone is involved in writing the next chapter of our history.

This collaborative path is exactly how we discover what the Holy Spirit is asking of the Wairarapa
Catholic community today. It gives us the collective strength to make hard choices about our buildings
and our ministries because those choices will be made together. When young people see that we are
genuinely willing to listen to them and reshape our parish life based on shared discernment, they will
see a Church that belongs to them, too.

Let us treat this 150th anniversary not as a finish line, but as a launching pad. Together, let us dare to
build a parish that does not merely remember history, but shapes it—ensuring a faith that is vibrant,
outward-looking, and alive for the young today, and for the countless generations who will follow.

Thank you very much for being servant leaders!
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Donations for Lujan Home for Girls,
Papua New Guinea

If you would like to support the Lujan Home
for Girls in Papua New Guinea, donations

are being collected over the next few weeks.
You can donate by:

Place your donation in an envelope
marked "Lujan" and put it in the
collection plate.
Give your donation directly to Trudi
Betschart at St Teresa's Church.
Making an internet banking transfer
referenced Lujan to:

Account Name: Trudi Betschart
Account Number: 15-3947-0316116-00

Thank you for your generosity and support
of the girls at Lujan Home.

World Youth Day 2027
Interested in going to South Korea? Come join us for World Youth Day 2027
in Seoul! Please fill out the expression of interest form:
https://forms.gle/cz2MF9QGfjxRSTSBA and email Regina Fernandes at:
r.fernandes@cadw.nz for any questions.

Liturgy Workshop Opportunity

US liturgist and parish priest, Fr Paul Turner, will lead a
liturgy seminar on Saturday, 1 August 2026 (10.00am -

2.30pm), in Connolly Hall, Hill Street, Wellington. 

Clergy, liturgy teams, school staff, and all involved in
Eucharistic preparation are encouraged to join us for Ars

Celebrandi: The Art of Celebrating Mass. 

Inspired by Pope Francis’, Desiderio Desideravi, the day
will explore how we can celebrate liturgy with reverence

and fidelity. 

Fr Turner will offer practical guidance to deepen
understanding of the Eucharist and strengthen parish

and school celebrations.

Petition asking for more investment in affordable
housing for older people

Please consider signing a Parliamentary Petition asking
for more investment in affordable housing for older
people. The Archdiocesan Ecology, Justice and Peace
Commission considers this a significant issue for our
communities and endorses this petition from the
Christchurch Methodist Mission, which is part of their
‘Doors to Dignity’ nationwide initiative.

The petition closes on Wednesday, 1 July. Petition:
https://petitions.parliament.nz/7e886066-455b-4ab6-
be96-08ddec0a4a41  Doors to Dignity:
https://www.doorstodignity.nz/

HOLY HOUR 
For vocations to the priesthood and religious life, JOIN US for an hour of adoration, reflection and

prayer that the Lord may send more workers to the harvest! 7.30-8.30 pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Thorndon, every 4th Tuesday of the month.


	REFLECTION
	150 YEARS OF FAITH
	SHAPING TOMORROW  FROM YESTERDAY
	Moving Beyond the Wood and Timber





